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Celebrates Its 20th 
Mrs. Fred Ferguson, ' 2I, reviews the Home-
maher's history and lists all former staffs 
"E NOUGH copy for a whole issue of The Agricul-
turist or The Engineer and we rate only one or 
two pages in The Agricultw·ist!" Precisely at that mo-
ment was born the idea of a home economics magazine 
for homemakers. 'Bess' Storm and Gwen Watts dis-
cussed and planned the proper procedure for lal}nch-
ing a new magazine. It would be easy! 
They would see Prof. F. W. Beckman, then head 
of the Journalism Department, and Catherine Mac-
Kay, dean of home economics and Dr. R. A. Pearson, 
the president of the college, to obtain their sanction 
so that they could immediately begin work on the 
publication. But things didn't go so smoothly. The 
advisors wanted to know if enough high grade mater-
ial could be provided for such a publication. Would 
advertisers patronize its columns adequately? How 
would the affairs of such a publication be managed? 
Mr. Beckman worked out the answers to those both-
ersome questions and by the time school closed in 
June, 1920 it was definitely understood that in the fall 
a publication board would be established to determine 
the subscription rate, the policies of the magazine and 
to elect editorial and business staffs. As was predicted 
the board was established with the opening of school. 
They decided the name should be "The Iowa Home-
maker," that the first issue should contain sixteen 
pages, 9 by 12 inches. 
With the $500 loaned to the Board by the Home 
Economics Club, the business manager and circula-
tion manager earnestly began to figure out how they 
could sell every inch of available advertising space 
and have at least 500 paid subscriptions by the time 
the new magazine was ready for press. The Home-
maker was slated to come out in February but after 
much delay, lots of mistakes and a great deal of worry, 
volume one, number one of the Iowa Homemaker was 
off the press in April, 1921. 
When it began to look as if this new venture would 
be one of the great successes of the year, the problem 
of ol-fice space was presented. Those traditionally 
generous and kindhearted men from the "Ag" staff 
consented to let the women use the whole of one desk 
drawer. vVith the problem of sufficient office space so 
acute the editorial staff began a thorough search of 
the campus. 
The much needed desk revealed itself in the form of 
a dissecting table jn the zoology building. Later this 
same scarred and time worn old desk was moved to 
The Iowa H omemal<er 
Agricultural Annex to serve the staff and it was not 
until the n ew Press Building was built in 1940 that the 
Homemaker staff was allowed the privilege of a room 
to themselves. 
The story of the Iowa Homemaker is not complete 
without special mention of the wholehearted support 
of Dean MacKay, the generous patient assistance of 
Professor Beckman and the sincere interest and en-
couragement of Professor Blair Converse, later head 
of the Journalism Department. There probably never 
would have been a Homemaker without the financial 
assistance of the Home Economics Club and it prob-
ably would never have been the success it is without the 
help of Gwen Watts, J essie M cCorkindale, business 
manager, and Eloise Parsons, circulation manager-
that first all important staff. 
We present the staff members of the Iowa Home-
maker who have within the past twenty years contri-
buted to its successful publication: 
Staff of I92I, Ed., Elizabeth Storm (Mrs. Fred Ferguson), 
homemaker, Ames; Bus. Mgr., J essie McCorkindale (Mrs. Frank 
Kerekes), homemaker, Ames; Cir. Mgr., Eloise Parsons (Mrs. 
W. R . H anser), homemaker, Union , l a. 
Staff of I922, Ed., Grace Mcilrath (Mrs. H arold Ellis) , free 
lance writer, homemaker, Marengo, Ia .; Bus. Mgr., Lucile Dra-
per (Mrs. D . H . Ahern), homemaker, Charlotte, N.C.; Cir. Mgr., 
Marcella Dewell (Mrs. ''\~alter Hunt) , homemaker, St. Paul, 
Minn. 
Staff of I923 , Ed., Rose Storm (Mrs. Frank Somers) , home-
maker, Indianola, Ia.; Assoc. Ed., Katherine Goeppinger, Tech-
nical Journalism Department, Iowa State; Assoc. Ed. , J eanette 
Beyer (Mrs. McCoy), homemaker, lthaca, N. Y.; Bus. Mgr., 
Ethel Huebner, Home Management School, Detroit; Cir. Mgr., 
Llyra Price (Mrs. Noel T hompson), homemaker , Beaver, Pa. 
Staff of I924, Ed., J eanette Beyer (above); Assoc. Ed., Kath -
erine Goeppinger (above); Assoc. Ed., Gertrude Murray (Mrs. 
De Forrest Platt), homemaker, Minneapolis, Minn .; Bus. Mgr., 
Agnes Noble (Mrs. C. D. Haxby), homemaker, Crossett, Ark.; 
Cir. Mgr., Laura E. Bublitz, high school Leaching, Santa Cruz, 
Calif. 
Staff of I925, Ed., Gertrude Murray (above); Assoc. Ed., 
Katherine Goeppinger (above); Bus. Mgr., R eva Pierce (Mrs. 
Cedric Fegtly), homemaker, Baton Rouge, La.; Cir. Mgr., Mer-
cie Carley (Mrs. W endell Fogg) , homemaker, Cambridge, Mass. 
Staff of I926, Ed., Grace H eidbreder (Mrs. Julian Burnett) , 
homemaker, Davenport, la .; Bus. Mgr., Blanche McLaughlin, 
formerly manager of cafeteria, Houston H all, University of 
Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Monticello, Ia.; Cir. Mgr., Edyth 
Morgan (Mrs. Cotton), homemaker, Lone Rock, Ia. 
Staff of 1927, Ed., Thirza Hull (Mrs. Don Hibner), Palo Alto, 
Calif.; Bus. Mgr., Alice Gould (Mrs. John Kirk) , homemaker, 
Rock R apids, la.; Cir. Mgr., Gladys Parker (Mrs. H arold 
Meyer), DeKalb, 111. 
Staff of I928, Ed., Sylvia Pederson (Mrs. Lyle Connolly), free 
lance writer, homemaker , De troit; Bus. Mgr., Anne N iemoller 
(Mrs. Theodore Sands), homemaker, Ames; Cir. Mgr. , Lorraine 
Gutz (Mrs. Edward Baur), farm homemaker, free lance wri ter, 
formerly publicity director of Nationa l Dairy Council , Van 
Meter, Ia. 
Staff of 1929, Ed., Lorraine Gutz (above); Bus. Mgr., Ru th 
Watkins (Mrs. Newton), homemaker , Chicago. 
Staff of I9JO, Ed., Hazel R eece (Mrs. Chelsea Beach) , book 
reviews and short articles, homemaker, New Providence, Ia.; 
Mg. Ed., Dorothy Parkhurst (Mrs. Roger Medbery) , home,-
maker, formerly assistant foods editor, T he Chicago Tribune, 
Newton Square, Pa.; Bus. Mgr., Mildred Burkhead (Mrs. R . R . 
Wood) , Blue Valley Creamery Co., Louisville, Ky.; Cir. Mgr., 
Thelma Lowenberg (Mrs. H arold Sonnichsen) , publicity writ-
mg. case working, experimental kitcheneering, homemaker, 
N iagara Falls, N. Y. 
Staff of I9JI, Ed., J ean Guthrie (Mrs. Philip DuMon t) , asso-
ciate editor, Better Homes & Gardens, Des Moines; Bus. Mgr. , 
T helma Lo11·enberg (above) . 
Staff of 1932, Ed., Melba Acheson (Mrs. Albert H. Koch) , 
homemaker, Atlanta , Ga .; Bus. Mgr., Bernice Kunerth , Foods 
a nd Nutrition Department, Kansas State College, Manhattan; 
Cir. Mgr., Arkley Minert (Mrs. Martin Firth), homemaker, 
Flint, Mich. 
Staff of I9JJ, Ed., Ruth Ellen Lovrien , foods editor, Mary 
Meade, T he Chicago Tribune; Assoc. Ed., Margaret Stover (Mrs. 
A. Zacherle) , homemaker, Des Moines; Bus. Mgr., Lorene Gal-
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Homemaker Staffs 
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breath (Mrs. John Todd), homemaker, Blockow, Mo. ; Cir. Mgr. , 
Ruth Hansen (Mrs. W. B. Boast) , homemaker, Ames. 
Staff of I9J4, Ed., Kathryn Soth, home economist for General 
Mills (recipe developing, product testing and home economics 
writing) , Minneapolis; Assoc. Ed. , Gertrude Hendriks, assistant 
advertis:ng ma nager and fashion coordinator for The Formfit 
Co. , Chicago; Bus. Mgr., Leona Neubert, formerly teaching, 
Mankato, Minn.; Cir. Mgr., Marian Lage, assistant to Director 
of Health Education, Ohio Valley Dairy Council, Cincinnati. 
Staff of I9J5, Ed., Gertrude Hendricks (above) ; Assoc. Ed., 
Ruth Cook (Mrs. Graeme Stewart) , assistant foods editor, The 
Chicago Tribune; Bus. Mgr. , Della Buell (Mrs. Richard Davi· 
son), homemaker , Ladora, Iowa; Cir. Mgr. , Laura Christensen 
(Mrs. Willi am Dailey), farm homemaker, formerly with the 
\ '\lashington, D. C. Herald, Homemaking Department, Ames. 
Staff of I9J6, Ed., Ruth Cook (above); Bus. Mgr., Elinor Zol · 
ler, Los Angeles; Cir. Mgr., Marjorie Griffin , director of home 
economics (Prudence Penny) , The Detroit Times. 
Staff of I9J7, Ed. in Chief, Marjorie Griffin (above); Eel., 
Miriam Rich ardson (Mrs. Loren Forman) , formerly with Ames 
Tribune, Chi licothe, Ohio; Assoc. Ed., Ruth Cook (a bove) ; 
Bus. Mgr. , Frances McTigue (Mrs. J. W. Chadwick), home· 
maker, Los Angeles; Cir. Mgr. , Marian Rahn (Mrs. Harold Hof· 
strand), homemaker, Church's Ferry, N. D. 
Staff of I9J8, Ed., Peggy Schenk, formerly with Wheat Flour 
Institute, Des Moines; Man. Ed. , Gay Starrak, foods editor, Chi· 
cago Daily News; Bus. Mgr. , Elizabeth Ann Dickinson , ass istant 
to director , Department of Nutr ition Servi ce, National Dairy 
Counci l, Chicago; Cir. Mgr. , Alvina Iverson , promotion writer, 
Nat ional Live Stock and Meat Board, Ch icago. 
Staff of I9J9, Gay Starrak (above); Mg. Ed., Ruth Kunerth , 
director of home economics department, "The Junket Folks," 
Little Falls , N. Y.; Bus. Mgr. , Mary Bush (Mrs. John Garber· 
son), homemaker, Worthington , Minn.; Cir. Mgr. , Eunice An· 
derson , assistant dietitian , Holmes Hospital , Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Staff of I940, Ed. , Mary Bush (above); Assoc. Ed ., Myrtle 
Marie Campbell , Iowa State; Assoc. Ed. , \ '\linnifrecl Cannon, 
Iowa State; Bus. Mgr. , Regina Taff, Iowa State; Cir. Mgr. , Lu · 
cill e Gossett, Iowa State. 
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